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E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: EDITORIAL IN IRISH PRESS MARCH 10, 1978 

FOLLOWING EDITORIAL APPEARED IN IRISH PRESS 
MARCH 10, 1978 UNDER HEADING JUST WHAT THE 
DOCTOR (GOEBBELS) ORDERED: 

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN IRELAND AND ENGLAND ARE 
DEGENERATING INTO A SORT OF HISTORICAL CLICHE. 

AS THE TORIES ADVANCE ON THE LABOUR PARTY IN THE 
OPINION POLLS AND MRS. THATCHER PLAYS ORANGE AND 
BLACK CARDS WITH RUTHLESS CALCULATION, MR. MASON 
RESPONDS TO THIS PRESSURE AND TO THE INCREASINGLY 
DISASTROUS DRIFT OF EVENTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
WITH A SERIES OF UTTERANCES THAT COULD JUST AS 
WELL COME FROM HIS TORY OPPOSITE NUMBER, MR. 

AIREY NEAVE. 

INDEED, IT IS CHILLING FOR ANYONE WHO HAS MADE 
A STUDY OF ANGLO/IRISH RELATIONSHIPS TO CON- 
TEMPLATE THE TWEEDLEDUM AND TWEEDLEDEE 
SIMILARITIES OF THE TWO MEN'S POSTURINGS. EACH 
IS BASED ON PREJUDICES, MISINFORMATION AND A 
GOEBBELS-LIKE USE OF THE TECHNIQUE OF THE "BIG 
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LIE." 

MR. MASON IS PLAYING POLITICS OF A LOW AND 
VICIOUS NATURE WHEN HE VIRTUALLY SUGGESTS THAT 
THE SOUTH BEARS A RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE LA MON 
ATROCITY. WE DO NOT. IN FACT, THE SOUTH 
PARTICULARLY UNDER THE LAST GOVERNMENT, COULD 


Message Text 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


FAIRLY BE ARRAIGNED FOR EXPENDING TOO MUCH OF 
THIS COUNTRY'S RESOURCES ON THE SECURITY ISSUE 
AND NOT ENOUGH ON THE ERADICATION OF DOMESTIC 
CRIME. THE STREETS OF DUBLIN WOULD BE CON- 
SIDERABLY SAFER. IF THE MONEY THE REPUBLIC WAS 
SPENDING ON POLICING THE BORDER, IN A VERY REAL 
SENSE ACTING AS BRITAIN'S POLICEMAN. WAS 
INSTEAD SPENT ON POLICING THE CAPITAL CITY OF 
THE COUNTRY. 

MR. MASON KNOWS THIS AND HE HAS TRUMPED UP A 
RIDICULOUS DOCUMENT WHICH CLAIMS TO SHOW THAT 
THE SOUTH IS THE FONS ET ORIGO OF THE NORTHERN 
SECURITY PROBLEM AND WHICH IS IN REALITY SIMPLY 
A PIECE OF BLACK PROPAGANDA WHICH SHOULD BE 
CLASSED UNDER THE HEADING OF PSYCHOLOGICAL 
WARFARE AND NOT AS PART OF THE NORMAL DIPLOMATIC 
EXCHANGES BETWEEN SOVEREIGN GOVERNMENTS. 

MR. MASON'S ATTITUDE IS CONTEMPTUOUS. BELITTLING, 
AND DANGEROUS AND THE KIND OF SENTIMENT HE IS 
STIRRING UP NOW AGAINST A BACKDROP OF IRISH 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH ENGLAND IS OF BENEFIT ONLY 
TO THE MILITARIST INCLINED. 

IF SOME OF MR. MASON'S STAFF COULD LAY HANDS ON 
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A MAP OF BELFAST AND DRAW TO HIS ATTENTION THE 
WHEREABOUTS OF SUCH PLACES AS ANDERSONSTOWN, 
TURF LODGE, BALLYMURPHY AND THE CLONARD DISTRICT, 
TO NAME BUT A FEW, MEANWHILE POINTING OUT THEIR 
SITING IN RELATION TO THE BORDER AND TO OTHER 
POINTS OF IMPORTANCE IN THE SOUTH SUCH AS DUBLIN 
AND CORK. IT MIGHT GIVE HIM A CLEARER PERSPECTIVE 
ON HIS PROBLEM. 

BUT THEN, PERSPECTIVE OR INSIGHT HAVE NOT BEEN 
AMONG MR. MASON'S MOST NOTICEABLE QUALITIES. 

HIS INSENSITIVITY IN ARRANGING QUEEN ELIZABETH'S 
VISIT TO COINCIDE WITH THE ANNIVERSARY OF 
INTERNMENT DAY AND THE APPRENTICE BOYS' MARCH, 
WHICH FIRST PUT THE TORCH TO NORTHERN IRELAND 
IN AUGUST OF 1969, WAS A GLARING REMINDER OF 
HIS LACK OF CONCERN FOR THE MINORITY'S 
SUSCEPTIBILITIES. 

AND TO UNDERSCORE THAT INSENSITIVITY, MR. MASON, 
WHO FREQUENTLY LECTURES TV PEOPLE ON THEIR 
RESPONSIBILITIES, NOW BEAMS INEFFABLY AND NIGHTLY 
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FROM THE CLIP OF FILM THAT CONCLUDES UTV TRANSMISSIONS. 
WHATEVER PEOPLE OF A NATIONALIST STAMP MAY HAVE FELT 
ABOUT THE OLD END-OF-TRAN SMISSION FILM WHICH SHOWED 
QUEEN ELIZABETH AND PRINCE PHILIP DRIVING THROUGH 
LONDON, THEIR MAJESTIES WERE AT LEAST ON THEIR OWN 
SOIL. BUT THEY NOW HAVE A REMINDER OF A HIGHLY 
UNPOPULAR VISIT WITH A PICTURE OF A HIGHLY 
UNPOPULAR SECRETARY OF STATE TO SEND THEM OFF TO 
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SLEEP. IT IS NO WONDER THAT MANY OF THE EVENTS 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND FREQUENTLY APPEAR TO BE 
HAPPENING IN A NIGHTMARE. BEFORE THE NIGHTMARE 
GETS ANY WORSE, SOMEONE SHOULD EITHER TAKE MR. 
MASON ASIDE AND TELL HIM A FEW HOME TRUTHS OR, 
BETTER STILL, SIMPLY TAKE HIM AWAY? KRENE 
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